On May 6, 1949, a preliminary account was given before the Swedish Society for Internal Medicine of a special method for the sheep-cell agglutination test based on experiments made by the authors (Svartz and Schlossmann, 1949 To each tube of the first series, consisting of four tubes containing 0 -5 ml. fluid (the fluid in the first of the four tubes being undiluted), was added an equal volume (0*5 ml.) ANNALS OF THE RHEUMATIC DISEASES of 0 5 per cent. suspension of packed fresh sheep cells, washed three times in 0 85 per cent. NaCi solution.
To each tube of the second series, consisting of eight to twelve tubes, an equal volume (O * 5 ml.) of 0 * 5 per cent. suspension of sensitized,sheep cells was added. The sensitized sheep cells were produced by adding rabbit anti-sheep serum, diluted so as to contain two units, to an equal volume of a 1 per cent. suspension of sheep cells. The mixture was incubated for 15 minutes at 370 C.
To make a homogeneous suspension of the cells the tubes of both series were thoroughly shaken and afterwards allowed to stand undisturbed in a water bath at 37°C.
for 1 hour and kept overnight at 40 C. The reading was made after loosening clumps with a flip of the finger. The clumps in the fluid were then allowed to settle at room temperature for 30 minutes, whereupon the degree of sedimentation and clarification of the mixture were controlled.
Records of the reading were given in the following terms: 4, firm disk after tapping; 3, disk broken into large flakes; 2, disk easily broken into fine flakes; 1, granular, but definite agglutination; 0, no perceptible granularity. The agglutination is characterized as positive if the haemagglutination shows about the same titre before and after absorption with normal sheep cells. It should be mentioned that of the ten tests from diseases other than rheumatoid arthritis, which gave a positive result, three derived from patients suffering from disseminated lupus erythematosus, one from ulcerative colitis, one from serum disease, and one from heart failure; in the remaining cases the diagnosis is uncertain. In the eight cases of rheumatoid arthritis in which the reaction proved negative, our observations are still proceeding.
It is of interest to note that the sheep-cell agglutination test has given a negative result in ankylosing spondylitis. 
